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Situati on Analysis:

In Liberia, investment in Agriculture Rice Value Chain is 
one of the most eff ecti ve ways to end hunger, improve 
nutriti on, and drive economic growth and development in 
country. This can only be done if all the key stakeholders 
work together to address the issue of high quanti ty rice 
importati on in Liberia.

On August 1, 2016, a food balance sheet and rice 
importati on bulleti n was released by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. The release highlights a steady 
growth in rice importati on across the country over the 
past 5 years. There is litt le to celebrate as citi zens or a 
government because the country sti ll spends about 
US$20 million (15% of Nati onal GDP) on food import 

every year, and loses another US$5 million every year 
due to post-harvest wastage.

At the regional and conti nental front, the “African 
Agriculture Status Report 2016: Progress Towards 
Agricultural Transformati on” by AGRA also points to a 
stable growth in food importati on across the conti nent 
over the past 10 years. The conti nent sti ll spends about 
US$35 billion on food import every year, and loses 
another US$4 billion every year due to post-harvest 
losses. If the current trends conti nue without signifi cant 
acti on, Africa will spend US$110 billion on food imports 
by 2025 and this will lead to increased poverty on the 
conti nent.
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Recommendati ons to policy makers:

In view of the foregoing, it is imperati ve that important 
considerati ons are made in policy decision making 
processes geared at reducing rice importati on in Liberia. 
Government, through the lead sector and working with 
technical support from the ECOWAS Commission, 
NEPAD Agency, rice producers and traders as well as other 
development partners, should identi fy Liberia-specifi c 
pathways towards a viable and globally competi ti ve rice 
value chain with clear links to addressing the Malabo/
Agenda 2063 and SDG commitment to Zero hunger. 
The strategy should also contribute to job creati on for 
Liberians. The value chain should highlight, among others:

a) Producti on/acquisiti on, supply and access to 
improved and adapted (to local conditi ons) 
seed varieti es by providing incenti ves to 
research insti tuti ons. Equally important is 
ensuring access to other inputs including 
ferti lizers, improved technologies such 
as irrigati on, electricity and related 
infrastructure;

b) Development of a nati onal seed policy to 
sti mulate locally produced and certi fi ed 
seed;

c) Policy opti ons to sti mulate and facilitate 
public, private partnerships to increase 
investments and implementati on capacity in 
the rice value chain in Liberia;

d) Appropriate tax regimes that will help att ract 
investments in technologies, infrastructure 
and human development along the 
Agriculture-rice value chain;

e) Recommended investment procedures and 
regulati ons to encourage /att ract increased 
local and external investors collaborati ng 
with local entrepreneurs and farmers;

f) Ensure an enabling environment that will 
promote, support and build the capacity of 
more Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
in the agriculture sector to growth and 
development; 

g) Potenti al pathways for Government to 
partner with fi nancing insti tuti ons to de-risk 
lending to the agriculture sector, including 
smart/innovati ve fi nancing such risk-sharing 
faciliti es along value commodity chains; and 

h) Private sector-led agriculture development.

Implementati on of these recommendati ons will not only 
protect Liberia’s rice farmers but also strengthen the 
relati onship with importers and investors in the value 
chain. Furthermore, the sector’s GDP will att ract more 
resources and make more savings that will be used 
to support other components of the sector (farm to 
market road, storage, transportati on and post-harvest 
amongst others along the rice value chain), and ulti mately 
contribute signifi cantly to Liberia’s development agenda.

Source of Data:

• MOA and MOCI, Liberia

• African Agriculture Status Report 2016, AGRA

• www.ecdpm.org

• www.slideshare.net/ecdpm 
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